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MCLE Credit and TCLEOSE Credit Available

All three days are FREE for 
Texas Judges and their staff, 
Prosecutors and their staff, 

Defense Lawyers who 
regularly represent 

indigent defendants, 
Law Enforcement 

Offi cials, and 
qualifying Law 

Students.

Actual Innocence
Establishing Innocence or Guilt

Forensics, False Confessions 
and Eye-Witness Identifi cation
August 25-26, 2008 • Plano, Texas

Habeas Issues — In the Trenches
August 27, 2008 • Plano, Texas

Th e Center for American 
and International Law



MONDAY,  AUGUST 25
 9:00 What You Can and Cannot Prove With DNA
 10:45 Break
 11:00 Post-Conviction Problems and DNA
 12:15 Luncheon Speaker: James Woodard, exoneree, Dallas, TX
 1:15 Is Forensic Science All It’s Cracked Up To Be? 
  Risk of Lab Error
 2:45 Break
 3:00 False Confessions: How Prevalent Are They and 
  What Can We Do Better?
 5:00 Recess

TUESDAY,  AUGUST 26
 9:00 Why Eye-Witnesses Make Mistakes
 10:30 Break
 10:45 Legal Issues and Eye-Witness Testimony
 11:45 Luncheon Speaker: Tommy Ray, Special Agent, Florida
  Department of Law Enforcement
 12:45 Eye-Witness Evidence: 
  A Law Enforcement Perspective
 2:00 Eye-Witness Identifi cation and Legal Ethics
 3:00 Break
 3:15 Anatomy of an Erroneous Conviction
 4:30 The Dallas Experience
 5:00 Adjourn

August 25-26, 2008
Plano, Texas

FORENSICS, FALSE 
CONFESSIONS AND EYE-

WITNESS IDENTIFICATION

Actual Innocence
Establishing Innocence or Guilt



FACULTY INCLUDES:
Chair: Jules Epstein, Associate Professor of Law,  Widener Law School, 
Wilmington, DE

William R. Carpenter, Judge and Former Prosecutor, Norristown, PA

Jennifer E. Dysart, Associate Professor, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, 
New York, NY

Debbie Figarelli, DNA Technical Leader, National Forensic Science Technology 
Center, Phoenix, AZ

Solomon M. Fulero, PhD, JD, Professor of Psychology, Sinclair College, 
Dayton, OH

Christine Funk, Christine Funk Law Offi ce, St. Paul, MN

Captain Kenneth Patenaude, Operations Division Manager, Northampton 
Police Department, MA

John T. Rago, Professor, Duquesne University School of Law, Chair of 
The Pennsylvania Commission Investigating Wrongful Convictions

Anjali R. Swienton, Director of Outreach, National Clearinghouse for Science, 
Technology and The Law, Largo, FL

Andrew W. Vail, Jenner & Block, Chicago, IL

Michael Logan Ware, Director, Dallas County District Attorney’s Conviction 
Integrity Unit, Dallas, TX

▼



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27, 2008  •  PLANO, TEXAS

Morning: 9:00-12:30 (including a 15 minute break)
 
VIEW FROM THE TRENCHES:
Innocence Project Reports - Types of cases; How they are referred;  How
they are assessed and evaluated; How they are processed (staff or volunteer counsel)

• Habeas Counsel Meets Trial Counsel - Simulated interview with defense 
counsel;  Actual innocence claim; Ineffective assistance claim; 
Prosecutorial misconduct claim

•  Preparing for the Habeas Counsel Call - When there is a   
fi le, When there is no fi le

•  Habeas Prosecutor Meets Trial Counsel - Simulated interview 
with defense counsel;  Actual innocence claim;  Ineffective assistance claim; 
Prosecutorial misconduct claim

12:30 Lunch Provided

Afternoon: 1:30-4:30 (including a 15 minute break)

•  HABEAS IN A NUTSHELL
•  TRIAL COURT PROCEEDINGS
•  COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS
•  FEDERAL DISTRICT AND APPELLATE COURT PROCEEDINGS

4:30    Adjourn

FACULTY INCLUDES:
Chair: Catherine Green Burnett, Associate Dean and Professor of Law, 
South Texas College of Law, Houston, TX

Jeff Blackburn, Director and Chief Counsel, West Texas Innocence Project, Lubbock, TX

Jay W. Burnett, Adjunct Professor, South Texas College of Law, Former 
District Criminal Court Judge for Harris County, TX

Baldwin D. Chin, Assistant D.A., Harris County, Houston, TX

Hon. Cathy Cochran, Judge, Texas Court of Criminal Appeals, Austin, TX

Robert Morrow, Attorney at Law, Spring, TX

HABEAS ISSUES — IN THE TRENCHES

Actual Innocence
Establishing Innocence or Guilt



REGISTRATIONTHREE WAYS TO REGISTER

ONLINE   
www.cailaw.org  

FAX   
972.244.3401

MAIL   
The Center for American 
and International Law
5201 Democracy Drive
Plano, TX USA 75024
972.244.3400

Confirmations will be sent to all registrants.

CANCELLATION POLICY: 
To cancel, please email Jade Johnson 
(jadej@cailaw.org) by August 15, 2008. 

HOUSING: For reduced rate hotel 
rooms, please contact the Hampton Inn, 
4901 Old Shepard Place, Plano, TX  75093 
at 972-519-1000  or 1-800-HAMPTON 
and advise them that you are attending 
the Actual Innocence program. A reduced 
room rate of $94 plus 13% occupancy tax 
is available. The last day to obtain this spe-
cial rate is August 11, 2008.

NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY: 
The Center for American and International 
Law does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, sex, religion, national origin, 
age, disability, veteran status or any other 
protected status in educational activities, 
scholarship programs or admissions.

MCLE CREDIT: The August 25-26 
course has been approved by the State 
Bar of Texas for 13.00 hours, including 
1.0 hour of ethics. Course ID Number: 
900047589. The August 27 course has 
been approved for 6 hours, including 
0 hours of ethics. Course ID Number: 
900047591. Sign-in sheets and/or certifi-
cates of attendance will be available for 
ALL states.

TCLEOSE CREDIT: Please sign in 
at registration.

 

GENERAL INFORMATION ❑   If you are a judge and you would like to request 
       reimbursement of expenses, please check this box.

I AM A:
❑   Texas judge
❑   A member of a judge’s staff
❑   Texas prosecutor
❑   A member of a Texas prosecutor’s staff
❑   Texas criminal defense lawyer who regularly
      represents indigent defendants
❑   Texas law enforcement official
❑   Texas policy-maker or forensic professional
❑   Texas law student working with an
      Innocence program
❑   Other - tuition is $150 for all three days, $100 for   
 August 25-26th and $50 for August 27 (please 
 specify days and nature of your practice/work) _____ 

 _________________________________________

I WISH TO ATTEND:
❑   Both programs
❑   The August 25-26 program on Forensics, False 
 Confessions and Eye-Witness Identification
❑   The August 27 program on Habeas Issues

Name ____________________________________________

Firm ____________________________________________

Address  __________________________________________

City, State, Zip  ____________________________________

Phone  ___________________________________________  

Fax _____________________________________________

E-mail ___________________________________________

WEB

Actual Innocence
Establishing Innocence or Guilt

FORENSICS, FALSE CONFESSIONS 
AND EYE-WITNESS IDENTIFICATION

August 25-26, 2008 • Plano, Texas

HABEAS ISSUES — IN THE TRENCHES
August 27, 2008 • Plano, Texas 

These programs are funded by a grant from the 
Texas Court of Criminal Appeals.  Thanks to this grant the 

seminar is offered tuition-free to most participants:
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