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Biography____________
Aaron Graves
Associate Vice President of Campus Safety and Security,

Duke University Police Department
Aaron L. Graves grew up in Greensboro, NC and received his early education in the Guilford County School System.  He holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Criminal Justice from North Carolina Wesleyan College and a Master of Arts Degree from Texas Christian University.

Mr. Graves entered the United States Air Force in 1972.  While in the Air Force he served as the point manager of the security and law enforcement mission for a 340 personnel squadron and a community of 15,000.  Upon retiring in 1992, he went to work at Cedar Valley College in Lancaster, Texas, as the Academy Director, responsible for managing the institution’s Texas Commission of Law Enforcement Officers Standard and Education licensed academy.  Soon afterwards, he was recruited by the Southern Methodist University Police Department where he served for ten years as Chief of Police and Director of Campus Parking, for a community of approximately 10,000 students.  While there, he directed administrative and strategic operations and oversaw a 43 member department.
In February of 2003, Mr. Graves went to work for the University of Southern California in Los Angeles, CA, as Executive Director/Chief of Public Safety.  There he led one of the largest university public safety organizations in the nation, comprised of 220 full time employees and an $18 million annual operating budget.
Upon leaving USC Mr. Graves joined Duke University as Associate Vice President of Campus Safety and Security.  In this new position, he works with the Police Department and other University constituents in developing a strategic plan that addresses safety concerns at Duke.
Mr. Graves has seen many successes throughout his law enforcement career.  Widely esteemed as one of the nation’s most prominent campus law enforcement officials, he is often sought after for advice and mentorship. His example of professionalism and pursuit of fairness and excellence continues to inspire and speak to the lives of the broad range of young law enforcement officers who have served under him throughout the decades.  
Mr. Graves’s commitment to his profession leads him to be active in several law enforcement organizations.  He is a member of the International Association of Campus Law Enforcement Administrators, International Association of Chiefs of Police, and National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives.
He is married, and the father of two grown sons.  

