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Biography______________

Doug Kowalski

Chief of Police

McKinney, Texas

Chief Doug Kowalski began his law enforcement career in 1977 with the Dallas Police Department, where he advanced through the ranks of Officer, Corporal, Sergeant, Lieutenant, Captain, and Deputy Chief.  During his career in Dallas he worked in Patrol, Internal Affairs, Training, Property Crimes, Narcotics, Communications, and Special Operations. 

Chief Kowalski retired from the Dallas Police Department in July 2000 and joined the McKinney Police Department as Assistant Chief.  He was appointed to his current position, Chief of Police, in January 2001.

Regarding his formal education, Chief Kowalski received his Bachelor of Science Degree and graduated Summa Cum Laude from Wagner College in New York.  He also attended Fordham University School of Law.  In addition to graduating from the Dallas Police Academy, he has graduated from the Institute for Law Enforcement Administration School of Police Supervision, their Command and Management College, and their 10th Advanced Management College.  He is also a Vice Chair of their Advisory Board and a past president of their Alumni Association.  Chief Kowalski also graduated from the 180th Session of the Federal Bureau of Investigation National Academy.

Chief Kowalski holds Master Peace Officer and Instructor Certificates with the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Education.  He has lectured at the Dallas Police Academy, the Institute for Law Enforcement Administration, the Law Enforcement Management Institute of Texas, and the Collin County Community College Law Enforcement Academy.  Additionally, he has testified as an expert witness on Tactical Operations before a United States Congressional Sub-Committee.  He is a member of the Law Enforcement Training Network (LETN) Training Advisory Board; a member of the International Chiefs of Police (IACP) Patrol and Tactical Operations Committee.  He also assisted the Police Executive Research Forum (PERF) in publishing a book, A Conflict of Rights, about Policing Protests and a White Paper on Community Policing.  Chief Kowalski is also a Board member of LifePath Systems of Collin County.

